“Headline Writing”

A University of Texas School of Journalism online distance education course
for journalists who want to improve their headline writing skills.

June 9-July 8 * Enroliment limited to 20 students
Enroliment for Texas Press Association members paid by TPA
Students must complete the entire course or the member newspaper will be assessed a $100 fee.

Course Goals

* Learn to write headlines that invite readers in, not out of the paper.

* Learn the traditional rules of headline writing and why they exist.

* Learn to avoid the problems and pitfalls of generic heads, contradictions, clichés, word play
and other embarrassments.

* Learn to write cutlines that attract and interest readers.

Griff Singer, who retired after the fall semester 2002 from the University of Texas at Austin,
continues to work with the School of Journalism as a consultant and as director of the Dow
Jones Newspaper Fund Center for Editing Excellence. He holds a bachelor of journalism and
an M.A. from the University of Texas at Austin.
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